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Reformation Sunday  

October 26, 2025  |  9:30 A.M.  

Office: (925) 671 - 9942  |  office@flcconcord.org  |  flcconcord.org  

AS WE GATHER  

As we gather for worship today, we commemorate Reformation Day. 508 years 
ago, Martin Luther posted his 95 theses, arguments against the practice of 
indulgences (selling God's favor). This action of Luther started an avalanche of 
changes that came to the church and the world. Today we focus our attention on 
these words that became the hallmark of the Reformation. Grace alone. Faith 
alone. Scripture alone. In Christ alone. For the glory of God alone. God's blessings 
as you worship with us today.  

FIRST TIME?  

Welcome to First 
Lutheran Church and 
Preschool! Everything 
you need for the 
service is in this 
bulletin. Feel free to 
follow along and 
participate as you feel 
comfortable.  

Restrooms are in 
located in our 
education room. Follow 
the signs as you exit 
the sanctuary or ask 
one of our ushers or 
greeters (they will be 
wearing name tags).  

ABOUT PENTECOST  

The season of 
Pentecost is the 
longest season in the 
church year. It lasts a 
full six months, lasting 
all the way until Advent.  

The season of 
Pentecost uses the 
color green, 
symbolizing growth. It 
is a long season where 
we focus our attention 
on growing in Christ, 
nourished by the Holy 
Spirit's guidance.  

KIDS  

The church is for all 
ages. Your kids are 
most welcome to stay 
in the worship service, 
even when they are 
making noise. If you 
feel they need a break, 
there is an unstaffed 
nursery available in our 
education room.  

Sunday school (age 3 
and up) meets after 
worship until about 
11:30. Parents are 
welcome to join Bible 
study during this time.  

Bringing people together, in the midst of a hectic world, for fellowship and rest.  
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PRELUDE  
  
Pastor: This is the day that the Lord has made.  
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Stand  

OPENING HYMN  
LSB #657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  

 

 

Did you grow up as 
a Christian? What 
was the first church 
you remember 
attending?  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen.  
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (silence for reflection)  
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
 have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
 and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
 heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
 present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
 mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
 Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you and for His 
 sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
 by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. We are forgiven by grace alone.  
 
PSALM  OF THE DAY                                                                                                           Psalm 46  
P: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
C:  Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,  
 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,  
P: though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains 
 tremble at its swelling.  
C:  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
 the holy habitation of the Most High.  
P: God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning 
 dawns.  
C:  The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.  
P: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
C:  Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the 
 earth.  
P: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the 
 spear; he burns the chariots with fire.  
C:  “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
 exalted in the earth! ” 
P: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
 
KYRIE  
C:  Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.  
 

 

The hymn A 
Mighty Fortress 
takes most of 
its inspiration 
from this 
Psalm.  
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you.  
P: Let us pray.  
C:  Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. 
Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of 
temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your 
saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Sit  

CHILDREN ’S CHAT   

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                          Isaiah 1:11- 18 

“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of 
burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well - fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of 
bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. “When you come to appear before me, who has 
required of you this trampling of my courts? Bring no more vain offerings; incense is 
an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations —  
I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly. Your new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hates; they have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.  
When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make 
many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make 
yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 
learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, 
plead the widow ’s cause. “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like 
crimson, they shall become like wool. ” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God.  

EPISTLE                                                                                                              2 Thessalonians 1:1 - 4  

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We ought always to give thanks to God for you, 
brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, 
and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 
Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God 
for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in 
the afflictions that you are enduring.  

R: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God.  

Stand  

This letter is 
written by Paul, 
Silvanus, and 
Timothy. Silvanus 
is likely another 
name for Silas, 
one of Paul's 
traveling 
companions in 
the book of Acts.  
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE   
C:  Alleluia. Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father ’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. Alleluia.  
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                         Matthew 11:12- 19 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the eleventh chapter.   
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.    

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.  

“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to their playmates,  

“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did 
not mourn. ’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon. ’ 19The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners! ’ Yet wisdom is justified by her 
deeds. ” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

Sit    

 
Jesus shares some of the 
insults he has received. Have 
you ever been insulted? How 
did you respond?  
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CHOIR  –  I Lift Up My Eyes                                                                                Lee Dengler                                                                                  

 
SERMON                          “Enduring Persecutions and Afflictions ”              Pastor Andy  

(Sermon Text: 2 Thessalonians 1:1 - 4)                                              
 
SERMON HYMN  
LSB #655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  
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Stand  

APOSTLES ’ CREED  
C:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary,  
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, died and was buried.  
    He descended into hell.  
    The third day He rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven  
    and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy Christian Church,  
        the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins,  
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life T everlasting. Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS   
After each petition:  
P: ...Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.    

Pray with us this week. For today ’s prayers and more, please see the First Notes 
newsletter.  
 
LORD ’S PRAYER  
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
C:  Our Father who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,      
     Thy will be done on earth  
          as it is in heaven;  
     give us this day our daily bread;  
     and forgive us our trespasses    
          as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;   
and lead us not into temptation,    
but deliver us from evil.  

 For Thine is the kingdom  
     and the power and the glory  
     forever and ever. Amen.  

Which line in the 
Lord's Prayer 
gives you the 
most peace?  
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LITURGY OF GENEROSIT Y  
P: We have a generous God! We give thanks to the Lord for all He has given us.  
C:  We give back to the Lord with joy and thanksgiving.  
P: We wisely steward all of His good gifts.  
C:  The gifts of our time and energy.  
P: The gifts of our talents and skills.  
C:  The gifts of our relationships and finances.  
P: Lord, may each of these gifts you have entrusted to us be used  for the good of 
 Your people and to Your glory.  
C:  We have a generous God. Amen.  

Scan the QR code on the right with your phone ’s camera to access 
First Lutheran ’s Giving page:  
 
PREFACE  
P: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying:  

SANCTUS  
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
 when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
 Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
 thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
 covenant in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
 do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. ” 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord ’s death 
 and resurrection until He comes.  
C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Sit  

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

Out of respect for those who cannot consume alcohol, we 
offer both white grape juice and red wine. The graphic 
shows how the wine and grape juice are divided in our 
communion trays.  

The ushers will invite you forward for the Lord's Supper. The 
pastor and communion assistant will offer you the bread, 
then the wine/grape juice. Once you have received both, 
place your used individual cup in one of the containers on 
the communion rail and return to your seat.  

If you have not taken communion with us before, please read our communion 
statement in the back of the bulletin before joining us in this sacrament.  

If you would like a gluten - free wafer, please ask the pastor.   

If your health makes it difficult to come forward, we will bring the Lord ’s Supper to 
you. Please inform one of the ushers.  

If you could make 
one reform to our 
congregation, 
what would it be?  
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COMMUNION HYMN  
LSB #512 At the Name of Jesus  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stand  

6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 
    Shall return again 
In His Father’s glory, 
    With His angel train; 
For all wreaths of empire 
    Meet upon His brow, 
And our hearts confess Him 
    King of glory now. 

7 Glory then to Jesus, 
    Who, the Prince of light, 
To a world in darkness 
    Brought the gift of sight; 
Praise to God the Father; 
    In the Spirit’s love 
Praise we all together 
    Him who reigns above. 
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BENEDICTION  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C:  Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN  
LSB #425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  

 

POSTLUDE   

                                                                                       

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Christmas Tree Decorating Party —  11/23 at 10:30am  
           (with GTAT service project)  

Giving Thanks at Thanksgiving —  11/27 at 11:00am - 1:30pm  
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SERVING TODAY  

Greeters:  Schneiders, Monroes  

Ushers:  Brad Hernlem and Bob Dottery  

Acolyte: Addy Rehana  

Children ’s Chat:  Pastor Andy  

Reader: Jared Theiss  

Communion Assistant:  Kyle Van Gaasbeek  

Sound:  Ida Thomason  

Livestream:  Alex McDonald  

Counters: Griebs  

Altar Guild: Linda Mahloch, Deb McKenzie, Sharon Schneider  

Accompanist: Natasha Kung  

Flowers : Ida Thomason and  Paula Frost in honor of Michael Conran  

Sunday School:  Connie Pfahl and Heather Theiss  

OUR PRESCHOOL TEACHE RS AND CHURCH STAFF  

Alex Drukov, Tammy Dube, Nicole Ford, Silvia Guillen, Kayla Hackett, 

Moonyeen Jester, Pastor Andy Jones, Natasha Kung, Cindy Magos,  

Nicole Marchion, Mark Meyer, Valarie Ortega, Ruth Salguera, Jeni Smith, 

Heather Theiss, Tonya Villa, Anna Villalpando  
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ABOUT COMMUNION  

First Lutheran Church and Preschool celebrates the Lord ’s Supper every 
Sunday in the joyful confidence that Christ our Lord gives us not only bread 
and wine but His very body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine 
to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. The Lord ’s 
Supper is intended for Christians who have been baptized, instructed in the 
faith, and who believe in these words of Christ: “Given and shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. ” Anyone who is not baptized or does not believe these 
words should refrain from participating in the Lord ’s Supper as our 
participation is a confession of our common faith.  

Anyone who has not been instructed in the faith or holds a confession 
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church —Missouri 
Synod, and yet desires to receive the Lord ’s Supper, is asked first to speak 
with the pastor. For further study, see 1 Corinthians 11:17 - 34 (pages 958 - 959 in 
the English pew Bibles). Those not receiving the Lord ’s Supper (both adults 
and children) are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
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